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Second Sunday in ordinary time Year A. 15th January 2023. The Lamb of God. 

God uses mare humans to reveal his glory. As Christians, our vocation is to witness 

by showing the world the light of Christ, which illumined the holy city of Jerusalem 

in Revelation 21:23. 

In today's liturgy, God used particular people to reveal him to the world. In our first 

reading, " the Lord said to prophet Isaiah to proclaim, that through Israel his servant, 

he will make his light to the nations; in the second reading, Paul was called to be an 

apostle of Christ by building up the church of God in the light and holiness of God; 

while in the gospel reading, we had seen how John Baptist revealed the identity of 

Jesus when he said: “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.” 

John 1:29. 

He uses the phrase 'Lamb of God’ possibly because Lamb was used for sacrifice 

during his time. Prophet Isaiah said, "He willingly gave his life and shared the fate 

of evil men. He took the place of many sinners and prayed that they might be 

forgiven.” 53:12. So when John saw Jesus coming to him, he pointed him out as the 

Lamb of God. The paschal lamb, because he would be sacrificed for the sin of the 

whole world. Usually, the Jewish do not offer sacrifice with any other lamb, but with 

the unblemished lamb: John felt that Jesus was without any sin, therefore, he calls 

him The Lamb of God, to be sacrificed for the sin of the world.  

John’s declaration of the lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world, make a 

great impact on the life of Johns’ disciples, so that many of them decided to follow 

Jesus; they left their master John who only baptized with water and follow He who 

baptized with the Holy Spirit.  

John Baptist uses the principle of verification when he declared. “Now I have seen 

and testified that he is the son of God.” 

This Lamb of God came to reconcile us with the father, to serve and not be served, 

to love beyond boundaries. He is the one who though has the nature of God but did 

not share equality with the Father Phil. 2:6. Because he identifies with us, he 

understood our flaws and imperfections, therefore, does not mark our guilt. Which 

is why he rescued the woman caught in the act of adultery. John 8:1-11 and forgave 

the tax collector in Luke 18: 9-14. 

Like John Baptist, we have a responsibility of directing others to Jesus not to 

condemn them, to be a light that illumines, not to discourage and demoralize those 

who are trying to get things right.  
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John Baptist was an example for us today, he never struggles power with Jesus 

instead, told his disciples to focus on Jesus not him. He acknowledged the superiority 

of Jesus over him; when he said: A man is coming after me who ranks ahead of me 

because he existed before me.   

Today we are fighting not to attend a higher position in the kingdom of God like the 

two sons of Zebedee John and James, in the gospel of Mark 10: 35-37, but we are 

fighting for a worldly position, we claim importance and credit that is due to God. 

Many are suffering today because of the selfish interest of our leaders who have 

clashes of interest, but neglecting the essence of service, as saint Paul wrote in his 

letter to Philippians. “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in 

humility value others above yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each 

of you to the interests of the others.” (2:3-4). 

As we all continue to journey in this new year, let us call upon the Lord to enlighten 

us so that our song like the psalmist today will be, here am, I Lord; I come to do your 

will. Amen.  

Peace,  

Fr. Jingbe Simon 


